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during convalescence from an attack of mumps, complained of dimness 
of vision, especially for near objects. Externally the eyes showed no 
abnormality except a slight dilatation of the pupil which could scarcely 
be called mydriasis. Both eyes, the right especially, were hyper¬ 
metropic; vision was J in the right eye, f in the left, but correction of 
the hypermetropia of the right eye restored normal vision for distance. 
Near vision was very poor, the child being incapable of reading even 
the large characters, but was restored at once by the use of a + 4 D. 
spherical lens. The integrity of the eye-grounds being shown by the 
ophthalmoscope, the diagnosis of paralysis of accommodation following 
mumps was made. Paralysis of the uvula was also present, confirming 
the diagnosis. 


Diphtheria Antitoxin in the Treatment of Aphthous Stomatitis. —In¬ 
fluenced by several suggestive experiences of Sangiovanni, Gaspardi, 
and Santi, Del Monaco (Retme Mensuelle des Maladies de I’Enfance, 
August, 1903) was induced to use diphtheria antitoxin in the treatment 
of an infant one year old affected with a grave aphthous stomatitis which 
had produced a marked cachexia. The injection was promptly followed 
by a sensible amelioration in the general state, while at the same time 
the sublingual swelling, which had been unaffected by lotions of per¬ 
manganate of potash and nitrate of silver, rapidly disappeared. 
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Excessive Distention in the Wall of a Bicornate Uterus. —In the 

Zentralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1903, No. 45, Jurinka reports the case of 
a woman, aged thirty-two years, who complained of severe pain in the 
right lower portion of the abdomen. This pain increased greatly in 
severity. 

On admission to the hospital the uterus was found to be anteflexed 
and rotated somewhat to the left, while upon the right side, and pos¬ 
teriorly, a tumor as large as an orange was present. This tumor was 
exceedingly painful on palpation. The left tube and ovary were normal, 
and the right tube and ovary could be distinctly palpated. Interstitial 
pregnancy was diagnosed, and the patient’s intense and constant 
pain and the danger of uterine rupture made operation necessary. 
Accordingly, the abdomen was opened in the median line; the uterus, 
the tumor, and right tube and ovary were removed with the left tube, 
and a strand of iodoform gauze was carried through the stump of cervix 
for drainage. The patient made an uninterrupted recovery from the 
operation. 
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On examination pregnancy in the right cornu of a bicornate uterus 
was present. A fourteen weeks’ ovum had developed, and a placenta 
was attached to the uterine wall. Especially noteworthy was the differ¬ 
ence in the thickness of the uterine wall upon the two sides. Upon the 
right side the wall of the womb was 20 mm. in thickness, while on the left 
side, where the pregnancy existed, the wall of the uterus was but 3 mm. 
to 5 mm. in thickness. On microscopic examination the muscular tissue 
of the right side of the womb was much "diminished in quantity and 
development, although the muscle cells and bloodvessels showed no 
especial irregularities. There was no hemorrhage. 

A Case of Puerperal Tetanus.— Wurdock. ( Prager medicinische 
Wochenschrift, 1903, Nos. 9 and 10) describes a case of tetanus in a 
woman, aged forty-two years, a multipara, who was delivered in 
Rubeska’s clinic of a macerated and decomposed foetus. Three hours 
afterward the placenta was manually removed and the uterus washed 
out. Fever developed for four days, but gradually disappeared, and 
the patient was discharged on the tenth day. On the next morning 
she could not open her mouth, had pain in the back and cramps in the 
back and neck, and these symptoms rapidly increased. Tetanus anti¬ 
toxin was at once injected and urethan given by mouth. On the sixth 
day of her disease the patient died. A diagnosis of tetanus was made 
upon the clinical symptoms only. The bacteriological examination 
and the inoculation test upon animals both remained negative. 

The Mechanical Sterilization of Rubber Gloves and Their Value in 
Practice.—This interesting subject receives attention from Wandei, and 
Hoehne, in the Mlinchener ruled. Wochenschnft, 1903, No. 9. These 
observers found that vigorous washing of rubber gloves with soap and 
water sufficed to remove from the outer layers of the gloves bacteria. 
Simple washing with soap and water was not sufficient for this purpose. 
After the gloves have been used they should be washed while still upon 
the hands with soap and water. They should then be turned, again 
washed, and tried by filling them with fluid to detect a tear or perfora¬ 
tion. They should then be powdered with sterile powder and kept in 
gauze or linen. Gloves so treated can usually be used five or six times. 


Acute Contagious Pemphigus in the Newborn.—Before the Obstetri¬ 
cal Society of London, at its meeting on November 4, 1903, Maguire 
read a paper upon this subject ( British Medical Journal, November 14, 
1903). 

Most authorities consider,pemphigus in the infant usually the result 
of syphilis. He reported the cases of eighteen infants suffering from 
acute contagious pemphigus, among whom eight deaths occurred. 
From the study of these cases, he concluded that a common contagion 
of unknown septic origin was conveyed from case to case by a certain 
midwife. The contagiousness was proved when the number of cases 
infected from each infant was ascertained. In two of the cases bac¬ 
teriological examinations revealed the presence of the staphylococcus 
pyogenes aureus. The secondary symptoms were those of acute tox¬ 
aemia, the infection having gained entrance through the unhealed 
umbilicus. The writer concludes that while this comparatively rare 
disease usually attacks the newborn, it may also be found in older 



